400                NON-VIOLEXCE  IN  PEACE AND WAR

Those who have influence ^vdth the Government will
try to get the authorities to take the necessary action.
But self-help is best help. In the present circumstances
we may rely only on our owti strength and God's help.

On the train to Wardha, 19-2-'42

H&rijan, 1-3-1942

152
ON ITS TRIAL

"I am a pacifist still in one sense; that is to say, I realize that
Christians should be able to meet material force with spiritual
power. It is horrifying to reflect that after nineteen hundred years,
we are still unable to do it except in individual';cases and on a
small scale. But to me it seems merely 'wishful thinking' to act
as though we had a power which in fact we have not and for which
we have neither trained nor disciplined ourselves in the past. Such
power does not come to those who have not disciplined them*
selves, at the last moment, in the hour of need. It has not come to
us. I would rather, therefore, do what I can in defence of principles
which I believe to be both right in themselves and of enormous
importance to the future of the human race, than stand aside and
do nothing. It is doing nothing that is the worst expedient of all.

When, therefore, my pacifist friends ask me whether I can
imagine Jesus Christ dropping a bomb or firing a gun I am entitled
to reply: 'No, I cannot; but neither can I imagine him standing
aside and doing nothing at all.'

I am compelled to echo the words of a very dear relative of
mine who, loathing war as much as any pacifist that ever breathed,
said to me at the beginning of the last war (in which he lost his
life): 'If you can stop war with spiritual power, do it. If you can't,
let me do what I can; and if you are right in thinking that war
is so damnable that anyone who takes part in it is damned, then
I would rather be damned than let these things go on without
doing ail I can to stop them, even at the cost of my own life.'

Is this not very close to the meaning of our Lord when he
said: cHe that loseth his life shall save it'?"